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Looking back on the 2017-18 year- it has been another year of significant change.  

It is just 12 months ago that Minister Hunt announced the transfer of responsibility for AGPT 

registrar training from the Department of Health to the RACGP and ACRRM colleges. This has 

created another lot of significant uncertainty and change for our environment. For those working 

within the AGPT network, there is continuity of contracts till December 2021. 

In addition another change is the announcement of the Practice Experience Pathway- a new funded 

approach to RACGP Fellowship. This appears to be a very cut down program for doctors already 

working in General Practice to support them in attaining fellowship. It is believed that ACRRM is 

intending to expand its Independent Pathway to accommodate doctors choosing this option for 

fellowship using similar funds.  

The executive of GPME has been trying to inject into the discussions around the changes that are 

underway. We have contact with the RACGP, ACRRM, DOH, GPSA, GPRA, Directors of Training and 

our members as we have tried to understand the implications of the change. In particular some 

promising developments with RACGP and GPSA are developing.  

A very successful flagship education event was held in May this year in Brisbane, with feedback from 

the participants acknowledging the high quality education experience. I must congratulate the 

Education Committee for the hard work in developing and running this program. As of this October 

2018 AGM we currently have 121 financial members. 

GPME has maintained its membership and with the funds from membership fees and the education 

event, can now underwrite the education events into the future. We have also organized secretariat 

support, to take some of the pressure off the committee members. We now have our own Zoom site 

and will begin conducting education webinars for members in the near future.  

We are still a small organization, working to have our roles and responsibilities recognised. I would 

like to remind you of our articles of our constitution and invite any member to consider how they 

may contribute to this organization having a positive influence in our community of medical 

education.  

Our Purposes 

The purposes of the Association is to promote excellence in vocational general practice medical 

education in Australia through:-  

(1) Provision of a support and mentoring network for educators working in general practice 

vocational training and other education and training organisations related to general practice.  

(2) Co-ordination, development and delivery of workshops and activities to support professional 

development of members and other general practice educators. 



 

 

(3) Development of education resources to support current educators, new MEs and registrar MEs, 

in collaboration with RTOs, GPRMEN, GPSA and other relevant organisations.  

(4) Promotion of sharing of information and resources.  

(5) Encouraging innovation in teaching and learning, assessment and education management.  

(6) Development and maintenance of educator representation on relevant national or international 

associations or groups.  

(7) Promotion of the use of evidence-informed medical education.  

(8) Encouraging research in the field of general practice medical education.  

(9) Influencing the continuing development of general practice education/vocational training with 

relevant regional and national bodies including RTON, ACRRM, RACGP, Department of Health, GPRA 

and GPSA.  

 

The next year is going to be just as challenging as the last. However, I approach it with a degree of 

optimism. There have been some changes in the colleges of late that I see as being positive in 

gaining recognition of the importance of the role of Medical Educators within GP training. I look 

forward to serving you on the executive for another year and working with our new executive after 

the elections for this AGM.  
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